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Becoming a Christian Course

A WORD

We will be offering our “Becoming a Christian

FROM Course” on the four Sundays in March, at
. 9am. This four week course focuses on a biblical

DOUg Maris overview of the becoming a Christian. This is a
- non-threatening, safe atmosphere open to anyone

with questions about making a decision for Christ. The course is geared
primarily for people who have yet to make a decision, or are unsure if
they have made a decision, for Christ. However, it is also appropriate for
believers who would like an overview to better prepare themselves to
present the plan of salvation to a family or friend. We will be spending a
lot of time looking at the scriptural passages regarding the process of
becoming a Christian. There are NO DUMB QUESTIONS! Please text
Doug if you would like to attend: 217-737-3731

Upcoming Messages

February 4 Be Careful Little Tongue What You Say James 3:1-12
February 11 The Source Of Wisdom James 3: 13-18

February 18 Resolving Conflict James 4: 1-12

February 25 Making Decisions Apart From God James 4: 13-17

March 4 The Seduction of Money James 5: 1-6
March 11 Waiting For The Return Of Christ James 5: 7-12
March 18 Prayer Time James 5: 13-18

March 25, Palm Sunday Christian Accountability James 5: 19-20
April 1, Resurrection Sunday This Changes Everything!

PRAYER REQUESTS

Todd Barnes

Wes Bell

Gitana Bennett

Steve & Lisa Bowns

Asa Clark

Leon Cluts (Mike Cluts’s father)

Joe Daugherty

Audrey Dilworth

Bill Horn

Bob Kehl

Margaret Leesman

Doug Meserole

Deanna Moore

Charles Simpson

Skeet Stribling

Chris & Laurie Urton (missionaries)
Grace Wibben

Winter (Parks’ foster child)
Jeff Withey (Donna'’s father)
Family of Jude Bennett
Family of John T. Brandt
Family of David Gaither

Prayer Chain Contact Person
Jennifer Prather— 217-732-9889

Aaron Applegate
Logan Buettner
Cory Combs
Kyle Combs
Jacob Combs
Dan Despain
Jyles Evans

John Follick
Justin Gorden
Matthew Goyne
Brannon Harnacke
Brian Hershberger
Ryan Holmes
Carl Holz
Christopher Justice
Rickie McKown
Kristin Polley
Sarah Reed
Lon Simpson
Alex Villanueva
Jerry Wate
Keith Watts
Michael Wilkins

Pracse The Lord

Jim Coleman’s good health

Faye Gresham celebrated her 90th birthday on January 4th.

Back To School fundraiser meal raised $628.00.




February 2018 Serving Schedule

Communion Preparation
Todd & Kelly Parks

At the Table
Randy & Shelly Brooks
Hank & Becky Brandt, Jerry & Jean Cisco

Snow Removal
2/4 Wayne Turner 2/11 Ben Wimp
2/18 Ben Wimp 2.25 Gary Frantz

Helping Hands
Debbie Siltman and Shelly Brooks

Children’s Church

2/4  Chris Ashbaugh, Debbie Teaney, Aurora Bauer
2/11 Warren Smith, Diane DeVore, Moriah Prather
2/18 Jennifer Prather, Chris Ashbaugh, Josh DeVore
2/25 Liz Foster, Chris Ashbaugh, Madison Soice

Nursery—Church Hour

2/4 Allie Parks & Reagan Bell

2/11 Heather Ramen & Bella Prather
2/18 Amanda Koonce & Kristal Alvarez
2/25 Stephanie Wimp & Abby Klaus
3/4 Kayla Craig & Michelle Soice

SS Nursery

2/4 Danielle Emberton & Russ Ashbaugh
2/11 Kayla Craig

2/18 Allie Parks

2/25 Danielle Emberton & Russ Ashbaugh
3/4 Amanda Koonce

Nathan’s Notes %)g cheg 47?
The History Behind “Jesus
Loves Me”

Written by Anna B. Warner

(1820-1915) thic T knowr

Since February is Valentine’s Day month, | thought it would be appropri-
ate to research the history behind this song. What | discovered is truly fas-
cinating. | think all history is fascinating when we observe how God works,
and | pray that this “song story” allows you to meditate on the greatest love
ever known to mankind; the unconditional love that Jesus has for each and
every one of us.

Sometimes the simplest of statements can have a very profound impact,
even upon the most sophisticated people. Such is the case with this well-
loved children’s song. In fact, when the respected Swiss theologian Karl
Barth was asked by an interviewer to share the most important discovery
he had made in all his years of theological study, he replied: “Jesus loves
me! This | know, for the Bible tells me so.”

The source of Barth’s affirmation was not in a treatise on theology but in
a best-selling novel written collaboratively by two sisters. Anna and Susan
Warner were born in New York City to a well-known and prosperous attor-
ney. Summers were spent at the family vacation home, called Good Crag,
located on Constitution Island, an island in the Hudson River near the US
Military Academy at West Point. After losing heavily in the panic of 1837,
Mr. Warner had to give up his house in the city, and Good Crag became
the family residence. The move to this more rural environment appeared to
spark the sisters’ interest in publishing. Both Anna and Susan were devout
Christians, highly educated, and gifted writers. From an early age, they
composed poetry, short stories, and, eventually, full-length novels. Now,
with their financial reversal, they realized they could contribute to the fami-
ly’s security by publishing their writings.

It was in the course of writing one of their novels that the words to this
favorite song were penned. The booked actually bears Susan Warner’s
name as author, but it is Anna who is given credit for the verse, “Jesus
Loves Me.” Inthe novel, Say a n dtwoSoéthel main characters, Faith
Derrick and John Linden, befriend a little boy named Johnny Fax. Johnny
becomes very sick, and as his condition worsens, Faith and John decide
to pay him a visit. During the course of this visit it becomes clear that little
Johnny is near death. (continued on next page)



Nathan’s Notes, Continued

Feverish and in pain, the boy asks John Linden, his Sunday school teach-
er, to hold him close. Picking up the dying child, Linden tenderly carries
him in his arms as he walks slowly back and forth across the room. Mus-
tering a bit of strength, little Johnny cries out, “Sing!” and in an effort to
console the child the teacher sings the simple and beautiful words written
by Anna Warner: “Jesus loves me! This | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong. They are weak, but He is strong.”

Within a few hours, Johnny Fax passes into the arms of the Savior who
loves him so. Although Say a n cdhad$ énaitéd life as a popular novel,
the four-line poem sung by the fictitious Sunday School teacher went on to
become one of the best-loved and most-often sung hymns in the world. It
was the famous composer William B. Bradbury (1816-1868, who wrote the
music to such hymns as “Sweet Hour of Prayer” and “The Solid Rock”)
who set the words to music in 1861 and added the two-line chorus, “Yes,
Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible
tells me so.”

At the death of their father, the two sisters were left with little more than
their house and land, and they relied upon their writing as their sole source
of income. The Warner sisters went on to write several serious literary

works, as well as additional novels. One of Susan’s books, Th e Wi

Wi d e Wibecame a best-seller in the late nineteenth century. Anna
composed novels under the pen name of Amy Lothrop, as well as several
collections of hymn poems under her real name.

In addition to their writing, the Warner sisters devoted many hours to
teaching Bible classes for the West Point Cadets at the US Military Acade-
my. Upon their deaths, their beloved home, Good Crag, was willed to the
Academy; and today, because of the island’s history, the home is a nation-
al shrine. As a testament to their spiritual contributions to the lives of the
young cadets, both Anna and Susan were buried with full military honors.

Their hymn “Jesus Loves Me” has become one of the best-loved Chris-
tian songs of all time. Missionaries from around the world have used this
clear, simple, and succinct Gospel message of Christian love to minister to
their congregations. Its unadorned eloquence speaks to the child within us
all who longs to be comforted with the assurance that Jesus really does
love us.

In His Grip,
Nathan Soice

THANKS TO YOU. church family, our Back To School Fair Fundraiser
was a huge success with donations totaling $628.00! Your generous sup-
port, of this community outreach for our youth, is greatly appreciated.

To all who baked cookies, made soup, took down tables, put tables back
up, worked all day and donated blood, THANK YOU! 25 units were col-
lected at our blood drive held on January 11th. Currently donations are
at a shortage and you are appreciated.

Thank you to everyone that helped with our Newcomer's lunch on Sun-
day, January 14th.

Choir Rehearsal will be held at 5:45 pm on Wednesday, February
14th and February 21st. The Choir will sing during worship service on
Sunday, February 25th.
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! General Fund & Attendance |

Attendance Giving

12/31 94 $6728.04
117 100 $4847.83
114 120 $2606.83
1721 110 $1932.24
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Monthly Activities...

Ministry Teams will meet on Wednesday, February 7 at 6:00 pm . The
Finance team will be in charge of the 5:40 pm meal.

Nursing Home workdays this month will be Tuesday, February 13 at
9:00 am & resident February birthday party at 2:00 pm that same day.
We always need helpers, so please come and work if you can. Contact
Susan Swearingen at 648-5085 or 309-824-5085 for details.

Lincolnland Men’s Fellowship - The group will resume meeting in
February at Eminence Christian Church on Monday, February 19. at
6;30 pm.

Ladies’ Bible Study—Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm at the church,.
Youth Bible Study on Sundays at 6:30 pm

Ladies Community Bible Study - Thursdays at 9:00 am at the Atlanta
Museum, led by Shelly Brooks.



Valentine Care Boxes

We will be mailing Valentine Care Packages to college students and
military personnel on Monday, February 12th. This is our 25" year
sending these care packages. Items to be included (homemade cook-
ies, candy, non-buttered microwave popcorn, chewing gum, snacks,
etc.) need to be at the church by Noon on Friday, February 9th.
Names, addresses, and donations for mailing expenses and goodies
may be given to Susan Swearingen. Susan needs the names and
addresses by Sunday, February 4". In 2017, we mailed 20 college,
16 stateside military and 5 overseas military packages. Postage for the
in-state boxes is approximately $9-$10, out-of-state $14-$15, and over-
seas military $16.75. A package from home, filled with goodies and
love, is very much appreciated by the recipients. Thank you for your
participation in this project. If any questions, please call Susan
Swearingen, (h) 648-5085 or (cell) 309-824-5085.

Annual Meeting Results

fAt our January 21st Annual Meeting, the congregation readily af-
. firmed the 2018 budget and new by-laws. Both of these documents, -
along with the 2017 Annual Meeting packet that was passed out last
Sunday, are available at the table in the back. Todd Parks also up-
: dated the congregation on the status of “The Gate” project and pre- :
- sented a cost estimate sheet to complete the project. This document :
- is also available at the table in the back. :

Operation Christmas Child shoebox program is asking for
hygiene items such as toothbrush, comb, brush, washcloths,
deodorant, soap, or bandages during February.

$X COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY

All ladies of the community are welcome to attend Thursday morning
Bible Study at the Atlanta Library Museum. Study begins on Thursday,
February 8, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. Please enter the back door of the Palms
grill. You can then use the elevator or stairs. We meet in the Museum
Resource room located upstairs. Please contact Shelly Brooks at 217-
648-2992 if you have any questions. Come and join us as we study and
share God's Word.

| ACCKIDZ CHRIST IN YOUTH (CIY)
i ACTIVITIES FOR 2018
i

i ClY BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER FEBRUARY 18th

IACCKIDZ will hold a pancake breakfast fundraiser from 8 to 10 am on ;
ISunday morning, February 18th. Stop by before Sunday School or
IChurch. Funds raised will be used to support the following 2018 CIY |
jevents: !
i !
i ClY BELIEVE. SPRINGFIELD, IL. MARCH 2&3 COST: $75 !
IBelieve is a high-energy overnight weekend structured specifically for Jr. :
i high students and is packed with powerful worship and teaching from |
|Gods Word. While at Believe, students not only worship together butl
Ialso engage in life-challenging discussions with their peers and adultI
IIeaders As they go through the weekend, they discover ways in which . '
IGod is calling them to be Kingdom workers in their schools, communities :
| land the world.

i
i CIY SUPERSTART. BLOOMINGTON, IL. MARCH 9&10 COST: $60

I This event is specifically designed for preteens who are currently in 4th
It or 6 grade. Kids will encounter Christ through worship, interactive |

. teaching and small groups — all of which are designed with their unique |
jneeds and maturity in mind. Preteens who attend SuperStart will Ieave|
| the weekend with not only a great experience, but also the teachings and I
| foundation to further amplify Christ’s call on their lives to become King- !

I dom workers.
|

ClY MOVE. ANDERSON, IN. JUNE 17-21 COST: $304

i Move is a 5-day, high school only event, designed to amplify Christ’s call !
Ion students’ lives to become kingdom workers. Located on college cam—.
I puses across the nation, MOVE provides a program for 30,000 high i
Ischool students every summer. Students are challenged through intense, |
- interactive worship, dynamic preaching, small group study and communi- |
i ty building. i

IStudents at MOVE not only learn and worship together — they spend
quality time with their church youth groups, discovering ways that God |
IW|II use them to impact the world. i

IContact Warren Smith (jwsfed@gmail.com) or Chris Ashbaugh
(chris ashbaugh@mchsi.com) for additional information.



mailto:chris.ashbaugh@mchsi.com

February 2018

6:30 pm Youth Bible
Studies

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Deadline for submit- 6:30 pm Ladies Bible | _6:00 pm Ministry  [9:00 am Ladies Com-|Deadline for dropping
ting names for Valen- Study Team Meetings Fi- [ munity Bible Study |off items for Valentine
tine Care Boxes nance in charge of Care Boxes
5:40 pm meal
6:30 pm Youth Bible
Studies
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
6:30 pm Youth Bible |Valentine Care Boxes| 9:00 am Nursing 5:45 pm Choir Re- [9:00 am Ladies Com-
Studies will be packed & Home Work Day hearsal munity Bible Study
mailed. 2:00 pm Nursing
Home Residents
Birthday Party
6:30 pm Ladies
Bible Study
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8-10 am ACCKIDZ Presidents' Day |[6:30 pm Ladies Bible | 5:45 pm Choir Re- [9:00 am Ladies Com-
pancake breakfast Study hearsal munity Bible Study
before worship 6:30 pm Lincolnland
Men’s Meeting at Emi-
6:30 pm Youth Bible nence Christian
Studies Church
25 26 27 28
Choir Performs during 6:30 pm Ladies Bible
service Study
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