Romans 10:14 asks how can people believe in Jesus if they have never heard about him. In
the Bible, “hearing” often means more than just hearing the words, but also understanding
them. Hearing the “gospel” of Jesus is the starting point for everyone. The gospel is the
good news of Jesus. We want to make sure you know what the message of Jesus is, so we’re
going to break it down.

1. We all have sinned. Romans 3:23
2. Sin Separates us from God. Romans 6:23
3. God doesn’t want to be separated from us. 2nd Peter 3:9
4. Jesus paid for our sins. Hebrews 9:28, 2nd Corinthians 5:21, Romans 5:8
5. We can have a relationship with God through Jesus. John 14:6, Romans 6:23b
6. We have to do our part. Acts 2:38 - Gift Certificate Example

Once you have heard, you have to have faith in God. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we cannot see.
Thomas… how did Jesus respond? John 20:19-29

Repentance happens when a changed heart changes your life. It’s a U-Turn! You were
walking away from God and now you’re walking towards God.

Zacchaeus Repented… Luke 19:1-10

At some point, as you give your life to Jesus, you need to confess
what’s going on in your heart. You say what you believe. You
admit it.
Confess to God…
… your love, ...your sin, … your need for him, etc.
Confess to people…
...that you believe and want to follow Jesus.

Being baptized is taking all that you have going on in your heart, and doing something about
it. It is an outward sign of what’s inside.
When we are baptized, we are buried like Jesus.
Our old self dies. We raise to a new life… forgiven of our sins…
given the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The early church used to give new clothes to people getting baptized as a symbol of the new
life that they would now live.
At ACC we practice “immersion” which is a fancy word for dunking. When the early
church baptized, it was this way and it points us to being buried with Jesus.

Living your life for Jesus is the best thing you’re ever going to
do. It will not, however, be the easiest. When you “pick up
your cross” everyday, that means that you choose to live for
him everyday—and not for yourself!
God doesn’t expect you to do this on your own. He give us the
gift of the HOLY SPIRIT! Acts 2:38, 1st Corinthians 3:16 &
6:19.
God’s Spirit that lives within you will help you do many things.
Three of those things are easy to remember with the letter “C”.
Comfort… He will help you in your troubles.
Counsel… He will help you make decisions in your life.
Convict… He will tell you in your heart when you are doing the wrong thing.
The fruit of the Spirit are listed in Galatians 5:22-23. What are the ways that a person who
lives by the Spirit acts?

Growing Up!
You will continue to grow as a Christian. This decision you make now is based on what
you know and feel now. But as you grow, this decision will mean more and more. You
will continue to grow by praying, reading God’s word, going to church, serving others and
much more. Can you think of ways that will help you grow as a Christian?

Okay, so you’ve studied this guide. Now what? Ask yourself some
questions using the things we learned...
1. Hear—Have I heard and understand the gospel?
2. Believe—Do I believe in God and in his son Jesus? Do I believe that
he is the only way to God?
3. Repent—Am I ready to live my life walking towards God and not towards sin?
4. Confess—Can I confess that Jesus is the Lord and that I need him to
save me from my sin?
5. Baptize—Am I ready to bury my “old self” and raise to a new life?
To be forgiven of my sin and have the gift of the Holy Spirit?
6. Live a Christian Life—Am I ready to live everyday for Jesus? Am I
willing to develop good behaviors that will help me grow in my faith?

Take some time to write your story about how and when you decided to give your life
to Jesus. Make sure to include any special details!

To make arrangements for your baptism…
1.
2.
3.
4.

Pick out a time to have your baptism.
Choose who you would like to do your baptism.
Contact Warren Smith to make final arrangements. 217-202-9365 or jwsfed@gmail.com
Wear a swim suit or shorts and a dark t-shirt. Bring towels and a change of clothes.

